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“Come ye yourselves apart into 
a desert place, and rest awhile:” 
Jesus said to His disciples, “for 
there were many coming and go- 
ing, and they had no leisure so 
much as to eat” (Mark 6:31). 


Those who serve God need to go 
to the secret place for refreshing, 
and fellowship and power, John 
the Baptist had his revival in the 
wilderness by the river Jordan, 
that is, out in nature under the 
trees. It was not a parched desert. 
Jesus again and again went out 
into the country. Notice the fol- 
lowing scriptures about Him: 

1. “And ‘he withdrew himself in- 
to the wilderness, and prayed” 
(Luke 5:16). 

2. “And it came to pass in those 


TRUCK DRIVER SAVED 


A LETTER TO MOTHER 


Remarkable Conversions Traced To 
Noonday Meetings In Chicago 
Last February 


Last February it was the editor’s 
privilege to be with The Christian 
Business Men’s Committee of Chi- 
cago in noon-day meetings in the 
Grand Opera House five days a 
week for three weeks. God gra- 
ciously blessed in saving souls in 
three ways: first, those saved 
in the Opera House; second, others 
saved through hearing the services 
over the radio, and then a good 
many were saved through reading 
the booklets offered free to all who 
would write for them. 

Yesterday soon after I came on 
the Cedar Lake Conference 
grounds, I had the joy of hearing 
of two more unusually happy con- 
versions traced to those meetings. 

A young man with a shining 
face stepped up to me as I crossed 
the road and said, ‘‘This is Brother 
Rice, isn’t it? I was saved’ when 
you were in Chicago last February. 
I have stayed here all day hoping 
to see you.” Then he told me that 
his name is George Hussar. He 
drives a milk and egg truck. He 
heard the noon-day services broad- 
cast over WJJD and became so 
convicted that he drove into a 
garage and in a room alone asked 
for forgiveness and accepted Christ 
as his own Saviour. 

A real revolution took place in 
his life. He has won a number of 
souls. Yesterday he introduced his 
sister whom ‘he had won to Christ 
since February. His brother was 
also saved. He took an extension 
course in soul winning from Moody 
Bible Institute. 

The custom of the company was 
to sell cold storage butter as fresh 
butter, and he became convicted 
that he had been guilty of lying. 
He had prayer with Mr. Sheriff, 
and then went to his boss about it. 
The boss said, “Why, George, you 
don’t need to lie to keep a job with 
me.” And after that he has sold 
only fresh butter. Then George 
won his employer’s daughter and 
then his employer’s wife to Christ. 
He is now praying God will save 
his employer. There was joy over 
his face last night as he heard my 
message. Praise God for this fruit 
of the gospel. 

Young Convert Writes His Mother 
Of His Joy 

After the service last night, Mr. 

Hammond of Cicero, a suburb 


Chicago, told me, “I have a let- 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 


especially for prayer and study 


of | vary Baptist Church, Cedar Falls, 


lowa 


days, that he went out into a 
mountain to pray, and continued 
all night in prayer to God” (Luke 
6:12). 

3. “Now it came to pass on a 
certain day, that he went into a 
ship with his disciples: and he 
said unto them, Let us go over 
unto the other side of the lake. 
And they launched forth. But as 
they sailed he fell asleep: and 
there came down a storm of wind 
on the lake; and they were filled 
with water, and were in jeopardy” 
(Luke 8:22, 23). Rest on, dear 
Lord Jesus, lulled to sleep by the 
lapping of the waves and rocked 
by the winds. 

4. “And the aposties, when they 
were returned, told him all that 
they had done. And he took them, 
and went aside privately into a 
desert place belonging to the city 


called Bethsaida” (Luke 9:10). 
After the strenuous evangelistic | 
tour of the twelve, Jesus took | 
them for a private picnic out into | 
a desert place (that is, a place not | 
inhabited; it does not mean a 


parched or sandy waste). 


5. “And it came to pass about 
an eight days after these sayings, 
he took Peter and John and James, 
and went up into a mountain to 
pray” (Luke 9:28). 

Christians need to get away 
from the cities, away from the 
whirl of business and the crowding 
of the people. They need to get 
away for rest, for fellowship, and 


and waiting on God. How Jesus 
loved the wilderness, the moun- 
tains, and the sea as places to rest 
and pray and refresh His disciples. 
Summer Bible Conferences fill a 
very definite need. The editor is 
now at Clear Lake, Iowa, at the 
Methodist Camp Grounds where he 
has the honor of speaking twice 
daily at “The Victorious Life Bible 
Conference,” sponsored by a fine 
group of Christian Business Men 
of Iowa, of several denominations. 
People are here from a number of 
states and from all over Iowa. This 
is the first year for this particular 
Conference. There are nearly one 
hundred living on the grounds, 
registered, and many others each 
night from all over the country 
around about. Souls have been 
saved every day and there have 
been many victories in prayer. 
Clear Lake is about seven miles 
long and perhaps three miles wide 
at the widest place, with a shore} 
line of twenty-five miles. It is 
bordered by tall, lovely trees and 
clean, grassy slopes. There are 
considerable buildings, a large au- 
ditorium, dormitory, camp _  cot- 
tages, dining hall, and there are 
boats, places to swim, play tennis, 
volley ball, basket ball, croquet, 
horse shoe and ping pong. A large 
percentage of those who attend are 
full-time Christian workers. The 
day starts with a wonderful period 
of devotions and prayer; Bible 
study, prayer and soul-winning are 
the principal themes of discussion. 
The fellowship is made doubly de- 
lightful by a great crowd of Chris- 
tian young people who are over- 
flowing with energy and a good 
spirit and hearts intent on learning 
how to be useful Christians. 
The following schedule of classes 
furnishes a fine opportunity to 
hear Dr. Robert J. Wells, pastor of 
the Burton Avenue Baptist Church, 
Waterloo, Iowa, who is teaching 
on “The Holy Spirit.” 
Rev. C. O. Loken, pastor of Cal- 


Iowa, is teaching preachers and 
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Appointed To Die! 


“AND AS IT IS APPOINTED UNTO MEN ONCE TO DIE, BUT AFTER THIS THE JUDGMENT: 


"SO CHRIST WAS ONCE OFFERED TO BEAR THE SINS OF MANY; AND UNTO THEM 
THAT LOOK FOR HIM SHALL HE APPEAR THE SECOND TIME WITHOUT SIN UNTO SALVA- 


TION" — Hebrews 9:27, 28. 
BY JOHN R. RICE, D.D. 


Men avoid death, hate death, and 
do not want to face it. At every 
funeral they put artificial grass 
over the rough clods, they line the 
grave with beautiful cloth, they 
bank flowers everywhere to hide 
the hideous fact of death. Under- 
takers embalm the body so that 
it will not stink for a few hours. 
They paint the lifeless, cold face 
to give a life-like glow, and the 
body is dressed as if for a gala 
occasion. We do not want to face 
the solemn fact of death; that this 
body in a few days will be simply 
a putrid, stinking mass with mag- 
gots eating the rotten flesh. 

The time was when honest 
preachers preached often that “the 
soul that sinneth, it shall DIE’’ 
(Ezekiel 18:4); ‘““The wages of sin 
is DEATH” (Rom. 6:23); that “it 
is appointed unto men once to DIE, 
but after this the judgment” (Heb. 
9:27). Preachers preached, “Pre- 
pare to meet thy God” (Amos 4: 
12); and “except ye repent, ye 
shall all likewise perish” (Luke 
13:3). In those honest days Chris- 
tians would ask the sinner the sim- 


| ple question, “Are you prepared to 


die?” That now would seem to 
many crude and shocking! And 
yet God says it is appointed unto 
men to DIE! 


|. The Bible Full of Warnings 
About Death 


However men feel about death, 
God’s Word deals honestly about 
it. The Bible has more to say 
about “death than nearly anything 
else. In the beautiful garden of 
Eden where sin had never entered, 
nor death had ever come, the Lord 
warned Adam about the forbidden 
fruit and said, “In the day tkat 
thou eatest thereof thou shalt sure- 
ly DIE” (Gen. 2:17), but Adam 
and Eve did eat, and they died. 
They died spiritually’ that moment 
and the curse of sin and death 
passed upon them, and their bodies 
began the process of decay and 
death that instant. 

In Genesis, chapter five, God 
gives the genealogy from Adam to 
Noah. One man, Enoch, walked 
with God and was translated, but 
of the other eight the refrain is 
repeated again and again: “and 
he DIED.” God tells how Adam 
lived and begat sons and daughters 
and how long he lived and then 
says, “and he DIED.” Of Seth, 
Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleel, of Jared, 
of Methuselah, and of Lamech 
alike it is said explicitly in each 
case, “and he DIED!” Of course 
they died — didn’t we already 
know it? And wouldn’t we expect 
it? And yet God seems determined 
to brand it on our hearts concern- 
ing each one of them that he 
DIED. Death is the ever reoccur- 
ring theme of the Bible. 

When we read the story of the 
kings of Judah and of Israel, the 
chronicle is punctuated in the case 
of nearly every king with some 
such words as these: “And he slept 
with his fathers and his son 
reigned in his stead.” 

To Moses God said, “Behold, thy 
days approach that thou must 
DIE” (Deut. 31:14). To Hezekiah 
God sent Isaiah to say, ‘Set thine 
house in order: for thou shalt DIE, 
and not live” (Isaiah 38:1). 

The Prophet Ezekiel gave God’s 
warning: “The soul that sinneth, 
it shall DIE” (Ezek. 18:4, 20). 
Again he warns that if a sinner be 


reproved and doesn’t heed, he shall 
DIE in his sins (Ezek. 18:18). 

In the preaching of Christ death 
was never forgotten. “The beggar 
DIED, and was carried by the 
angels into Abraham’s bosom,” He 
said. “The rich man also DIED, 
and was buried: and in hell he lift 
up his eyes being in torments” 
(Luke 16:22, 23). He told of the 
death of the rich fool of whom 
God said, ‘““‘Thou fool, this night 
thy soul shall be required of thee’’ 
(Luke 12:20). He reminded of 
those eighteen upon whom the 
tower in Siloam fell and slew them, 
and of those Galilaeans whose 
blood Pilate had mingled with their 
sacrifices, and then repeated twice 
these stern words: “Except ye re- 
pent, ye shall all likewise perish” 
(Luke 13:3). Jesus told the Phari- 
sees, “If ye believe not that I am 
he, ye shall DIE in your sins” 
(John 8:24). Jesus warned more 
than once of Him who was able 
to cast both soul and body into 
Hell (Matt. 10:28), and warned 
men to avoid at any cost that place 
“where their worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched” (Mark 
9:42-50). Christ spoke more often 
of Hell than any prophet or apostle 
of the Bible. 

How much the Bible makes of 
death! It tells of the death of the 
whole race in the flood. It tells 
how Pharaoh’s entire army was 
drowned in the Red Sea. It tells 
how the rebellious Israelites died 
in their sins in the wilderness; 
how in Sennacherib’s army 185,000 
were slain by the angel of the 
Lord in one night. It tells how 
Herod killed the babies. It tells 
how in the future an army of two 
hundred million men will die in 
one day in the battle of Armaged- 
don, their blood making a river 
200 miles long and as deep as the 
bridles on the horses. 


The Bible could hardly mention 
any man in the Bible without re- 
minding us that he died. We are 
told of the death of Abraham, of 
Sarah, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph. 
We are told of the death of Saul, 
of David, of Solomon, of the death 
of John the Baptist, of Stephen, of 
James. The Bible on every page 
teaches that “it is appointed unto 
men once to DIE.” 


God warned Adam that in the 
day he sinned he should die. When 
sin entered the world then death 
came in, so now God’s Word says, 
“Wherefore,.as by one man sin en- 
tered into the world, and death by 
sin; and so death passed upon all 
men, for that all have sinned” 


(Romans 5:12). Death is passed 
upon all men. “The wages of sin 
is death’ and so all of us sinners 
are likely to die at any moment. 
It is appointed to men to die. 


We know that when Christ comes 
into the air to receive His saints, 
living Christians will not die but 
will be changed, glorified, 
perfect. The happy news is that 
“We shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed, in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
last trump: for the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed” (I Cor. 15:51, 52). How- 
ever, these are the exceptions to 
the whole human race. All else 
are born to die and appointed to 
die! 


ll. All-Pervading Death 


The whole human race sits “in 
darkness and in the shadow of 
death” (Luke 1:79). By man’s sin 
death passed upon nature. Flowers 
bloom a few short hours and then 
die. The crops that men cultivate 
grow only to die. The cattle on a 
thousand hills, and sheep and fowl 
alike, feed and grow fat simply 
that they may die for food. Death 
is all about us, 


Our living, human bodies are al- 
ready dying. We are told that the 
new born baby has no germs in 
his body and is immune to colds 
and many diseases. But in a few 
days that immunity passes and dis- 
ease and frailty being. We begin 
to die as soon as we are born. 
Advancement into childhood, youth 
and adulthood and old age is in- 
creasingly marked in the body by 
the marks of death. Every liv- 
ing, human body is already begin- 
ning to die. The bones are grow- 
ing more brittle, less easily re- 
paired. Tonsils are becoming in- 
fected, or teeth are decaying, or 
eyes are becoming weaker. The 
hair begins to thin and grow gray. 
One has to be more careful about 
rest, about the selection of food, 
about violent exercise. All these 
are simply the evidences that death 
has hold of every human body. In 
one body unseen cancers or tumors 
are forming. In another, there is 
weakening of the muscles of the 
heart, or a stiffening of the arter- 
ies and an increase in blood pres- 
sure. In another, constipation or 
a failure of the kidneys, or sinus 
infection may be the outward evi- 
dence of inward decay. But in ev- 
ery human body death has already 
begun. Death has passed upon all 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


Meet Our New 


The Sword of the Lord giadly 
announces that Mr. C. B. Hed- 
strom of Chicago, a shoe dealer on 
fire- for God; Rev. Hyman Appel- 
man, Texas Baptist Evangelist, 
winning thousands to Christ; Rev. 
Sam Morris, the famous Voice of 
Temperance and an unusual evan- 
gelist and Bible teacher; and Rev. 
T. Myron Webb of Enid, Oklaho- 
ma, daily radio preacher on the 
Oklahoma radio network and soul 
winner, have each agreed to 
write a series of articles for this 
paper, beginning right soon. 

Brother Hedstrom, who is chair- 
man of the Christian Business 
Men’s Committee of Chicago, will 
write on “How to Live Without 
Worry.” 

Brother Appelman, the warm- 


Contributors 


hearted converted Jew, wiil give 
us a number of real revival ser- 
mons that should win many souls. 


Brethren Webb and Morris have 
not yet announced the kind of 
messages they will give, but they 
will bless thousands. 


The Sword of the Lord now must 
have thousands of new subscribers. 
Send in subscriptions at $1.00 each. 
Renew your own. Send us the 
names of thousands of Christians 
who would be interested in such a 
paper. 

As far as we know, more con- 
versions result from The Sword of 
the Lord than from any Christian 
paper in America. 


Pray for souls! Help bless thou- 
sands! 
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PAGE TWO 


APPOINTED 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


men and it is appointed unto men 
to die! 


There are those who foolishly 
say that they live above sin, but 
their body loudly denies it. 


Once when a man told me he did 
not believe he had committed a 
sin for years, I answered him thus: 
“Why then do you need to wear 
glasses? Why is your hair turning 
gray? Do you believe Adam in the 
Garden of Eden had gray hair or 
was bald-headed? Do you believe 
his teeth decayed before he 
sinned? Do you believe he needed 
glasses in his perfect holiness and 
innocence in the Garden of Eden? 
The answer is obvious. All-pervad- 
ing death, already evident in our 
bodies, proves that we have not 
yet passed from the curse of sin. 
Death has passed upon all, for that 
all have sinned, and it is appointed 
unto men to die, 


Some “divine healers’ say that 
it is God’s will that every Christian 
should have perfect health, and 
that always it is God’s will to heal 
every sickness. They say that 
héaling is in the atonement, and 
that Christ bore our sickness and 
with His stripes we are healed, 
therefore, every Christian has a 
right to claim and have perfect, 
abounding, faultless health, and if 
we do not have it, it is our own 


2 fault. Yet those who claim they 


have perfect health are self-de- 
luded. They die like other people, 
and often die before the three score 
and ten. The beloved Dr. A. B. 
Simpson who so preached and 
taught perfect healing for all, could 
not stay well. A good man said that 
for two years before his death he 
was under a terrible cloud of dis- 
ease and distress. I know a promi- 
nent “divine healer’’ whose wife, 
leading the singing for his meet- 
ings, always wears glasses. Death 
has begun in her body. I know a 
prominent and good man who 
teaches that perfect divine healing 
is for all, and yet he went to the 
hospital for an operation and a 
long convalescence. 


I know that God often heals the 
sick in answer to prayer, and bless 
His name, He invites us to call 
upon Him in the day of trouble and 
promises deliverance (Psa. 91:15). 
He kindly says, “Is any afflicted, 
let him pray.’ He promises that 
“the prayer of faith shali save the 
sick” (James 5:15). Yet God 
does not always give faith for heal- 
ing. Nor as far as we know, did 
He heal Timothy’s weak stomach 
and his often infirmities (I Tim. 
5:23). And the reason that no 
living human being has perfect 
health, cannot have until Jesus 
comes and our vile bodies are made 
like unto His glorious body, is that 
it is appointed unto men to die. 
Death, all pervasive death, ines- 
capable death, is passed upon all 
men, and men begin to die as soon 
as they are born. 


Reminders of death are every- 
where. How many cemeteries there 
are, those silent cities of the dead 
on every highway and almost ev- 
ery country lane! In Mississippi 
three of us drove down the high- 
Way and my companions played a 
game. Each counted the horses 
and cattle, one on one side and the 
other on the other side of the 
road, to see which could count 100 
first. But part of the game was 
that if we passed a cemetery, the 
one counting the livestock on that 
side of the road must begin again. 
And to my amazement, time after 
time when they had counted fifteen 
or thirty-five or _ seventy-eight 
horses, cows and mules in that 
farming country, they were forced 
to begin counting all over because 
we passed a cemetery! Cemeteries, 
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TO DIE ‘ 


those silent reminders that men 
must die. 

Recently I preached a funeral 
sermon and before I reached the 
funeral home where lay the body 
we were to bury, I passed three 
other mortuaries. 

Most florists furnish more flow- 
ers for the dead than for the liv- 
ing. Life insurance salesmen seem 
cheerful enough and yet the only 
way they sell their insurance is 
by proving that men must die and 
that one is apt to die suddenly, un- 
expectantly, unprepared. Death is 
in the newspapers, on every page, 
violence, murder, suicide, accident 
or disease. How blind men are 
that they are unconcerned in the 
presence of death! In some areas 
white crosses are erected on the 
roadside where an automobile ac- 
cident caused a death. How often 
we would see them if all such 
death spots were marked, with 
35,000 or 40,000 deaths each year 
by automobile accidents, many 
thousand murders, 25,000 suicides, 
besides the deaths from all 
“natural causes.”’ 


The other day the architect pre- 
paring plans for our church build- 
ing in Dallas told me as we dis- 
cussed stairways, “One rule we 
architects always try to remember 
is that every stairway and every 
bedroom door must be large 
enough to admit a coffin!” 


Suppose 10,000 people read this 
solemn warning that it is appoint- 
ed unto men.to die. These 10,000 
people will all, with perhaps two 
or three exceptions, be dead in 
sixty years. Really, the average 
length of life is less. In sixty years 
practically all will die, which 
proves that in one year 166 of you 
will be dead and gone to meet 
God. That means that three of you 
must die every week for the next 
sixty years. Of you who read this 
paper, then, according to the law 
of averages, three will already be 
dead when the next issue of this 
paper is delivered to your door! 
It is as likely to be the young as 
the old. You who think you are 
in perfect health may go before 
others who are aged and frail, But 
I warn you that death is every- 
where, an all pervading, inescap- 


able and grim monster. It is ap- 
pointed unto men to die! 
Many a preacher has _ been 


heckled and intimidated by the 
worldly-minded, or modernists or 
sinners who do not like to hear 
about death. They are not ready 
to die, and so they do not like to 
be reminded of death. They say, 
“Why doesn’t he preach the gospel 
instead of telling so many death- 
bed tales?’’ But they forget that 
the Bible itself is full of the theme 
of death; men do die, men must 
die. The most ghastly death-bed 
tale ever heard or read is that 
which Jesus Himself gave of the 
rich man who died and in Hell 
lifted up his eyes tormented in 
flames, begging for a drop of water 
to cool his tongue. If you do not 
like death-bed tales, then naturally 
you do not like the Bible. If you 
do not like that kind of preaching, 
then you do not like Bible preach- 
ing, and you would not like the 
preaching of Jesus Christ Him- 
self. And all you unconverted sin- 
ners who resent “‘death-bed tales” 
will one of these days have your 
own private and personal death- 
bed tale, whether you like it or 
not! 

You say, “You can’t scare me.” 
Maybe I cannot. Perhaps you do 
not have enough common sense to 
be afraid. Intelligent people must 
be afraid of some things. I am 
afraid of fire — I do not want my 
family to burn up in the night 
because of my carelessness. I am 
afraid of liquor — I have seen 
it ruin and damn its thousands. 
Joseph was afraid of Potiphar’s 
wife, and ran leaving his garment 
in her clutches. You ought to be 
afraid of God, ought to be afraid 
of sin, and certainly if you are un- 
converted you ought to be afraid 
of death, and Hell and judgment. 
But afraid or not afraid, you are 
dying now, and if you do not ac- 
cept Christ as Saviour, a horrible 
death, followed by eternal damna- 
tion, is certain to be your doom. 
It is appointed unto men to die! 


lll. What Happens At Death? 

First, what happens to the Chris- 
tian at death? Well, the angels 
carried Lazarus into Abraham’s 
bosom when he died, and to the 
thief on the cross Jesus said, “To- 
day shalt thou be with me in para- 
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dise’”’ (Luke 23:43). Death for the 
Christian, the born-again one who 
has trusted in Jesus Christ for 
salvation, certainly means Heaven 
and conscious, eternal happiness; 
and that at once. Death does not 
hold terror and ruin for anyone 
who has been born again by trust- 
ing Christ for mercy and forgive- 
ness and a changed heart. But 
there are two things Christians 
must face at death, about which 
not enough is said. One of these 
is that even a child of God must 
stand before Christ and have his 
works judged. Paul says, “For we 
shall all stand before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ” (Rom. 14: 
10). He does not mean that the 
soul of a Christian will ever be 
in jeopardy. That judgment will 
not concern salvation or damna- 
tion, but it will be for rewards 
(I Cor. 3:8). Paul tells us by di- 
vine inspiration that at that day 
every man’s works will,be tried. 
Some Christians will be “saved so 
as by fire,” while their works are 
burned up like wood, hay and stub- 
ble (I Cor. 3:12-15). They are 
saved, they keep out of Hell, they 
will go to Heaven, but how can 
they reign with Christ? The works 
of others, when tried in that great 
day at the judgment seat of Christ 
will shine forth as gold and silver 
and precious stones. Some will re- 
ceive great rewards because they 
have treasures laid up in Heaven, 
and to them Jesus will say, ““Thou 
hast been faithful over a few 
things, I will make thee ruler over 
many things” (Matt. 25:21), or, 
“Have thou authority over ten 
cities,”” or, “Be thou also over five 
cities” (Luke 19:16-19). Some 
really saved people will be greatly 
embarrassed to face Jesus Christ, 
and we are warned, ‘““Take heed to 
yourselves, lest... that day come 
upon you unawares” (Luke 21:34). 
And we are warned to beware lest 
we be “ashamed before him at his 
coming.”’ 

Death, then, will mean to many 
a Christian the end of.a wasted 
life, and the Christian may leave 
houses and friends or a business 
or a lifetime spent for the com- 
mon things that satisfy the flesh: 
food, clothes, houses, jobs; all these 
things will pass away and such 
Christians will come before Christ 
naked, ashamed, saved as by fire, 
but without any rewards at the 
judgment seat of Christ. Chris- 


tian, with that in view, are you 


ready to die? Would you be ready 
to die without having done any- 
thing definite for Christ? 

Christians also must face the 
fact that the time of soul winning 
is done when death cuts off our 
days. I will lay down my Bible. 
I will hold no more revivals. I 
will write no more tracts and pub- 
lish no more sermons to sinners, 
when Jesus comes or when death 
cuts off my ministry, if that should 
come before Christ comes. Are you 
ready to die, Christian? Are you 
ready to die and leave your chil- 
drew unsaved? Are you ready to 
die with a husband or wife uncon- 
verted and with no assurance that 
you will ever see them again in 
the world to come? Are you ready 
to die with the family circle brok- 
en? All about you God has put 
friends, loved ones, co-workers, 
neighbors and strangers for whom 
you are accountable. Some of 
them doubtless will never be saved 
unless you win them. Do you think 
you would be unashamed to go be- 
fore Christ with empty hands? 
Are you ready to die and then 
search through Heaven for loved 
ones who never come? 

If there is anyone you ought to 
win, I warn you and plead with 
you, win them today. Jesus said, 
“I must work the works of him 
that sent me, while it is day: the 
night cometh, when no man can 
work” (John 9:4). With saints, 
as well as with sinners, I plead, 
prepare to die! Men are appointed 
to die! And unless Jesus comes 
quickly everyone who reads these 
words must die. It may be today, 
so if there is anything you ought 
to do before death, I beg you do 
it now. 

I say that for a Christian death 
means the judgment seat of Christ 
and the burning up of wasted lives 
and work, or it means blessed re- 
wards for all those who have truly 
served Him and laid up treasures 
in Heaven. How sweet will be the 
meeting with souls we have won, 
and how will they who have 
turned many to righteousness shine 
“as the stars forever and ever” 
(Dan, 12:3). But death means the 
end of soul winning. All you win 
must be this side of death. Today 


is the day to win sinners, to plead, 
to pray. 

But second, what happens to the 
sinner at death? That is soon an- 
swered by the Scripture: “The rich 
man also died, and was buried: 
And in hell he lift up his eyes, 
being in torments” (Luke 16:22, 
23). Immediate, literal, con- 
scious torment in Hell follows 
death for the unconverted sinner, 
the one who did not trust in Christ 
for salvation. 

“It is appointed unto men once 
to die, but after this the judg- 
ment,” says Hebrews 9:27. Judg- 
ment comes after death, not im- 
mediately at death, but afterward 
when Christ has taken away His 
saints and comes back and reigns 
a thousand years on the earth; 
then at the end of the thousand 
years while the earth is being 
purged by fire and made into a 
new earth, will come “the day of 
judgment and perdition of ungodly 
men” (II Peter 3:7). That judg- 
ment of all the unsaved dead is 
described in Revelation 20. Itis a 
judgment when every knee shall 
bow and every tongue shall confess 
that Christ is Lord. God’s record 
books will be opened and all un- 
saved sinners called out of Hell 
for judgment before the great 
white throne and will be judged 
“according to their works.” Then 
all who come to this judgment will 
without exception be cast into the 
lake of fire, a physical, literal Hell, 
where both soul and body will be 
tormented both day and night for- 


ever. After death comes judg- 
ment! 
Sinner, that means that after 


death there is no time to repent. 
After death there is no second 
chance. After death there is no 
repentance. After death there is 
no being born again, no being 
saved. After death comes only 
judgment and no mercy. This side 
of death there is mercy and grace. 
The other side of death, for a sin- 
ner, there is only judgment and 
damnation. 


Abraham said to the rich man in 
Hell, “Between us and you there 
is a great gulf fixed: so that they 
which would pass from hence to 
you cannot; neither can they pass 
to us, that would come from 
thence” (Luke 16:26). 

‘Today Christ pleads for every 
sinner to accept mercy and for- 
giveness. Though your sins are as 
scarlet, they shall be white as snow 


if you come to Him (Isa. 1:18).|@ 
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He is glad to forgive and forget. 
God promises to those that trust 
Christ, “Their sins and their in- 
iquities will I remember no more” 
(Heb. 8:12). God will bury your 
sins in the depth of the sea, or 
will cast them all behind His back. 
He will carry them away as far 
as the east is from the west. He 
loves you, He died for you, and so 
this side of death He offers love 
and mercy and forgiveness out of 
His marvelous grace. But beyond 
death there is only judgment and 
no mercy. The door of hope is 
closed forever when the iron bars 
of Hell clang shut behind the soul 
of the unsaved at death. “It is 
appointed unto men once to die, 
but after this the judgment!” 


IV. The Danger of Sudden Death 


America has become the land of 
sudden deaths. More and more 
men die “with their boots on’’ in- 
stead of peacefully in their beds. 
Automobile accidents, murders, sui- 
cides, explosions, fire, poisons, in- 
dustrial accidents, strikes and war 
take their multiplied thousands. If 
we add heart failure and apoplexy, 
then, I am told, that more than half 
of the Americans who die, die sud- 
den deaths. Most of the deaths we 
read about in the newspapers are 
sudden deaths. About us millions 
are dying with no time to pray, 
no time to repent. They meet 
death unexpectedly, unprepared 
and with no warning. And to this 
agrees the words of Scripture: “He 
that being often reproved harden- 
eth his neck, shall suddenly be de- 
stroyed, and that without remedy” 
(Prov. 29:1). Americans have 
been warned repeatedly and they 
have hardened their necks against 
God. The gospel has become com- 
mon. On nearly every radio sta- 
tion is a gospel program. Church 
spires point to Heaven in every 
city and town and village and on 
many a country road. Tracts and 
Christian literature have been scat- 
tered like leaves in the wind. 
American people are gospel hard- 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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ened. They have bowed their necks 
against God and more and more it 
is becoming true that they are sud- 
denly destroyed, and that without 
remedy. Sudden death is the haunt- 
ing and frightful monster that 
lurks on the pathway ahead of un- 
repentant, Christ-rejecting sinners 
who will not hear the gospel. 


Wherever the gospel is faithfully 
preached and wherever the Holy 
Spirit in great power convicts sin- 
ners, there sudden death often fol- 
lows those who stiffen their necks 
against God. In the accounts of 
great revivals we learn that many 
a man died suddenly after oppos- 
ing the revival and stubbornly re- 
fusing the gospel. 

In Roosevelt, Oklahoma, about 
1929 or 1930 a young man of 
twenty stubbornly resisted the 
gospel where hundreds were saved 
in a tent revival. His mother was 
saved, his brothers, his sisters and 
his backslidden father came back 
to God. At noon one day his moth- 
er pled with him to accept Christ, 
and he laughingly put her off say- 
ing there was plenty of time. Be- 
fore 2:00 o’clock he was killed by 
a freight train. I saw the poor, 
mangled body with a leg cut off, 
an arm cut off, jaw broken and a 
great hole in the back of his head 
where the brains filled the hand 
of the undertaker as he lifted the 
body. “He, that being often re- 
proved hardeneth his neck, shall 
suddenly be destroyed, and that 
without remedy.” 


At Kaw, Oklahoma, an Indian 
lad was besought again and again 
to attend the services and seek 
Christ. He would not come, but in- 
stead got drunk with his brother 
and another young man. After a 
fight with his brother he lay down 
on the railroad track and was cut 
in two. I saw his stiffened lower 
limbs standing in a corner of the 
undertaker’s work room, while his 
head, arms and chest were laid 
on the table. Sudden death! If you 
believe God has nothing to do with 
sudden deaths, then you are a fool. 
And if you believe that you can 
constantly reject Christ, scorn the 
Bible with its warnings, ignore 
your mother or wife or preacher or 
friend who pleads with you, and 
still be safe to live out your days, 
then I warn you now, you are ig- 
noring the plain words of the Bi- 
ble. Sudden death, destruction 
without remedy, is for those who 
being often reproved, warned again 
and again, still harden their hearts 
and stiffen their necks against God. 


These are personal experiences, I 
know, but they are true. In Wax- 
ahachie, Texas, in 1931, a blessed 
revival from Heaven was in prog- 
ress. Hundreds claimed Christ as 
Saviour. The whole of that little 
city was stirred. One night a man 
who had been attending the revival 
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but was yet unsaved, stayed to 
keep the garage open while others 
came to the services. He was 
called out with a wrecker to pull 
a car from a ditch. He hooked on 
to the car, turned the car lights on 
but left the wrecker without lights. 
A bus with several passengers 
came down the road at about thir- 
ty-five miles an hour, crashed in- 
to the wrecker, turning it over, 
and then came to a stop. Neither 
the driver nor any passenger was 
injured. Complaining that some 
careless man had left the wrecker 
on the highway unguarded and un- 
lighted, the driver and passengers 
yet decided they should lift the 
wrecker to its wheels before they 
went on their way. But under the 
wrecker they found crushed a man, 
the man who night after night had 
heard the gospel and gone away 
unsaved. “He, that being often re- 
proved hardeneth his neck, shall 
suddenly be destroyed, and that 
without remedy.” 


The revival continued and in a 
few days another tragedy oc- 
curred. A young man who had 
been active in certain religious 
work, but who showed no evidence 
of a changed life, drove about with 
a companion, both of them drunk. 
They drove into a filling station 
for gas, and the attendant pled 
with them to go home. “I am your 
friend and a friend of the family, 
I am afraid you will kill yourselves 
or somebody else, driving in this 
condition.” He said, “If I will 
take the hose and wash out the 
vomit from the front of the car 
and clean it up well, will you then 
go straight home?” he asked. They 
agreed, and started home. Then 
one young man said, “Let’s take 
one swing down East Marvin Street 
before we go in.” So down the 
street they came, seventy miles an 
hour, the survivor later said. There 
is a turn of about thirty degrees 
in the street. They skidded to the 
wrong side of the street into the 
curb, and then the car sliding on its 
side crashed into a telephone pole. 
About four or five o’clock the next 
morning one of them died saying, 
“Lord, have mercy!” I do not know 
whether he was saved or not. I 
know that people who are often 
reproved and harden their necks 
had better fear sudden destruction. 


The hand of God was so obvious 
that a profound impression was 
created in the city. I stood in the 
pulpit the next night and said what 
I had never planned to say. Direct- 
ed by the Holy Spirit, as I feel 
certain, I said, “‘“God’s hand is on 
this city. You who have been 
warned and do not repent are in 
deadly danger. By this time tomor- 
row night somebody else will go 
out to meet God suddenly and 
without warning.” I had not 
planned to make the statement, 
but I believed it was of God and 
let it stand. The next afternoon 
at 5:15 a man who had been at- 
tending the services of the revival, 
yet unsaved, was found _ shot 
through the heart at the city water 
works. His Christian wife called 
me to preach the funeral sermon, 
which I did in their home. “He, 
that being often reproved harden- 
eth his neck, shall suddenly be de- 
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stroyed, and that without remedy,” 
God’s Word solemnly declares. I 
pray you believe it and‘be warned 
of sudden death if you have ig- 
nored repeated warnings and have 
hardened your heart. 

In that same revival I recall that 
one man, a Mr. Williams, past fifty 
years old, came to the services and 
after long rejecting Christ, sur- 
rendered to Him and was happily 
converted. After he had openly 
claimed Christ and was seated on 
a front seat, happy in the Lord, he 
suddenly became paralyzed, unable 
to walk, and unable to use either 
hand, as I recall. He was carried 
to his home where I saw him more 
than once, and he praised God 
again and again with happy face 
that he trusted Christ the last 
chance he had to attend a revival 
service. If he had hardened his 
heart and rejected Christ one 
more time, it is possible that he 
never would have been saved. 
Every evangelist who has been 
largely used of God knows case 
after case of stiff-mecked sinners 
who have been often reproved, 
often warned, often invited to trust 
Christ, but invited in vain, who 
have been called suddenly to meet 
God in death. Death is everywhere. 
It is appointed unto men to die, 
and SUDDEN death will be the 
fate of many who read this mes- 
sage. Do not trifle with God, do 
not harden your heart, but today 
be saved. 

In the Bible, sudden death after 
long reproof came to Pharaoh and 
his army (Exo. 14:26-28). The 
ground opened and swallowed Ko- 
rah, Dathan and Abiram after they 
had ignored solemn and repeated 
warnings (Num. 16:1-35), and a 
fire came out from the Lord and 
consumed the 250 men that offered 
incense. Sudden death came after 
repeated warnings to Sennacherib 
(II Kings 19:36, 37), to King 
Herod (Acts 12:20-23), and to 
many others in the Bible. Death 
haunts the trail of every living 
human being, and particularly sud- 
den death, sudden destruction with- 
out remedy, threatens every sin- 
ner who has been often reproved 
but did not repent. 


V. But Christ Conquered Death, 
Heil, and the Grave 


Let us read again the text in 
Hebrews 9:27, 28: 


“And as it is appointed un- 
to men once to die, but after 
this the judgment; 

“So Christ was once offered 
to bear the sins of many; and 
unto them that look for him 
shall he appear the second time 
without sin unto salvation.” 


Yes, it is appointed unto men to 
die, but Christ died for sinners. 
Christ has taken the sting out of 
death. Christ has tasted death for 
all. Notice that the Scripture says 
that it is appointed unto men 
ONCE to die. Men do not need to 
die the second time. No man need 
go to Hell, no man need ever face 
the awful judgment of the unsav 
after death. It is true that even 
Christians have death in their 
bodies and unless Jesus comes soon 
we will all die, as the millions be- 
fore us have died. But that death 
for a Christian is only to fall 
asleep in Jesus, as far as the body 
is concerned, For the spirit, it is 
not even that. When death comes 
to a Christian the spirit immedi- 
ately takes its happy flight, rejoic- 
ing, accompanied by angels, into 
the very paradise of God in the 
presence of Christ. 

Hear the triumphant glory song 
of Paul, as moved by the Holy 
Ghost he writes: 


it is which brings the judgment 
beyond death. But Christ has 
borne our sin. He has paid the 
highest penalty, every penny of 
debt that any of us ever owed on 
account of sin so that today we 
may say, “O death, where is thy 
sting? O grave, where is thy vic- 
tory!” 

I stood by the grave of my moth- 
er and looked down at that sandy 
mound in a country cemetery and 
lifted my heart to God in thanks- 
giving that the grave was already 
conquered, That grave was only 
a quiet bed where sleeps for a lit- 
tle time the body of my dear moth- 
er. But when Christ comes back 
for His own, my mother will come, 
too, and receive her glorious body, 
raised from the déad. Once I drew 
back with horror from death, but 
I have learned that death to the 
Christian is not crossing chilly 
waters, is not facing a fearsome 
monster, is not the grip of a cold 
hand on the throat, nor an icy 
breath in the face. Death for the 
child of God is simply sweet re- 
lease from care and sorrow, the 
end of sin and disappointment, and 
so, into the sweet presence of 
Christ! Paul did not fear death, 
but he could say with unutterable 
longing for Heaven: 


“For me to live is Christ, 
and to die is gain. 


“But if I live in the flesh, 
this is the fruit of my labour: 
yet what I choose I wot not. 


“For I am in a straight be- 
twixt two, having a desire to 
depart, and to be with Christ; 
which is far better: 


“Nevertheless to abide in 
the flesh is more needful for 
you” — Phil. 1:21-24. 


To die is gain. “Having a desire 
to depart, and to be with Christ; 
which is far better!’”’ Death already 
has his teeth pulled as far as the 
saint is concerned. Christ died for 
sinners, rising again from the dead 
for our justification, ascending on 
high to ever live as our High 
Priest, has taken away the sting 
of death. And when Paul came 
to die he had dying grace. He 
wrote to Timothy, ‘I am now ready 
to be offered, and the time of my 
departure is at hand. I have fought 
a good fight, I have finished my 
course, I have kept the faith: 
Henceforth there is laid up for me 
a crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous judge, shall 
give me at that day: and not to 
me only, but unto all them also 
that love his appearing” (II Tim. 
4:6-8). 

In a country home near Red 
River in Texas, my mother lay 
dying. We children were called 
from our play, and we did not 
understand why everybody wept 
but mother. Mother lay on her bed 
and talked about Christ and Heav- 
en. She said, “Will you sing and 
play for me, Georgia?” And 
Cousin Georgia answered, “What 
shall I sing, Aunt Sadie?” And 
my mother said, “Sing ‘How Firm 
A Foundation Ye Saints of the 
Lord Is Laid For Your Faith In 
His Excellent Word.’ ”’ 


So Cousin Georgia went to the 
little cottage organ and played and 
sang with trembling voice those 
blessed words, and my mother re- 


joiced and praised God while she 
sang, 

Then one by one we were called 
to promise that we would meet 
mother in Heaven, and promise we 
did. I was only five years old, and 
yet I remember that scene; how we 
stood about the room and looked 
on, grieving husband, four little 
children and kinspeople. Then my 
mother looked up, up, up with a 
glad smile and said, “I can see Je- 
sus and my baby now!” So she 
closed her eyes and went to sleep, 
and we knew that she was with 
Jesus and the little one who had 
gone to Him just a few months 
before. 

Thank God, I learned in my 
childhood how a Christian can die, 
and I am not afraid of death. If 
Jesus comes today it will be a glad, 
good day when all the saints in the 
graves will be raised up and we 
that are alive will be changed and 
caught up in the air with them, 
to meet the Lord. But if Jesus tar- 
ries death may come to me, and if 
so, then I will be blessed ahead of 
time and will enter triumphantly 
into glory and the presence of my 
Lord before many others have that 
joy. Thank God, the Lord Jesus 
Christ has taken the sting out of 
death! The only way, then, to have 
peace about death is to have Christ 
as your Saviour. I beg you to trust 
Him today with all your heart. De- 
pend upon Him for forgiveness, 
for salvation. Trust Him for time 
and eternity. Then you can say 
with David, “Though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil: for 
thou art with me,” and again, 
“Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life: 
and I will dwell in the house of 
the Lord for ever.” 

Will you trust Christ today as 
Saviour and let Him lift the shad- 
ow and fear of death forever? He 
died for you..He took death that 
you might have everlasting life. If 
you will cast your soul upon Him, 
repent of your sins and trust Him 
as your Saviour, then will you not 
write me today that I may rejoice 
with you? Here is a statement 
that you may sign, or copy, or you 
may write me in your own words, 
just as you wish. How glad I 
would be to hear it. 


Rev. John R. Rice 
207 South Beckley 
Dallas, Texas. 


Dear Brother Rice: 


I am a mortal being and 
know that I, like others, am 
likely to die at any moment, I 
believe what God says that “it 
is appointed unto men once to 
die, but after this the judg- 
ment.” Today I repent of my 
sins and trust Jesus Christ to 
save me. I trust Him to change 
my heart and give me ever- 
lasting life and take away the 
fear of death. I here and now 
claim Him as my Saviour and 
write this to let you know. 


RELL OPP Le eee her 


Tee e PCP eee Cee CPE RPP eee eee Th he 


2 Books by SAM MORRIS 


The Inspiration of the Bible, the 


“So when this corruptible 
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and this mortal shall have put 


to Christ. Some of the seventeen chapters are: 


The Lawyer and His Judge 
“I Went Half-Way With God” 


Deity of Christ, His Atoning Death, 
His Bodily Resurrection, His 
Blessed Return, the Resurrection of 
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“tint Oamplain to the Lord Jesus” brought to pass the saying ~ God’s Abundant Mercy, The Herit- 
that is written, Death is swal- age of the Saints — these are 


“Will I See My Little Girl Again?” 

This Clerk Took Inventory 
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Mae Found Christ in the Cherry Tree, etc. 

The simple way they are told, the way the plan of salvation 
stands out simply, the lessons for soul winners and the moving 
of the Holy Spirit through an earnest soul winner, will bless 
your heart. 

All who heard Dr. Walter Lewis Wilson will want this book 
of true soul winning stories. Sinners will be saved by these 
messages and Christians will learn how to win souls. 

The book is cloth bound, 126 pages. Because it is printed in 
England we can sell this splendid cloth bound book, 0 
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Anchors of Hope 


lowed up in victory. 
“QO death, where 
sting’? O grave, where is thy 
victory ? 
“The sting of death is sin; 
and the strength of sin is the 
la 


anchors of hope for storm-tossed 
Christians. This book is by the well 
known radio temperance speaker 
and preacher, Rev. Sam Morris. 
37 pages, size 5144 x 7%. Price 26c 


is thy 
By Sam Morris 


This book is a book of instruction, 
comfort, assurance and hope to 
those who doubt their salvation, 
who are baffled by life’s reverses, 
who have lost loved ones or who 
fear death and the great beyond. 
By the same author as the above. 
44 pages, size 544 x 7%. Price 2Bc * 
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) “But thanks be to God, 
which giveth us the victory 

through our Lord Jesus Christ” 
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Blessed 
Assurance 
By Sam Morris 


—TI Corinthians 15:54-57. 


Death is already whipped for a 
child of God. I can look into a 
grave unafraid. Christ went into 
such a grave and came forth tri- 
umphantly. The resurrection of 
Christ guarantees that every child 
of God who dies will have his body 
likewise brought forth from. the 


grave. 
Sin it is which brings death. Sin 
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Victorious Life 
Conference at 


Cedar Lake, lowa 
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Christian workers “How to Pre- 
e Sermons and Addresses.” 

Rev. Theodore DeBoer, Melrose 
Park, Illinois, is teaching ‘‘Person- 
al Soul Winning.” 

Miss Charlotte Chappell of Bal- 
timore, Maryland, is_ teaching 
“Child Evangelism.” 

Mr. William Berntsen, of Water- 
loo, is teaching a class on ‘‘Con- 
ducting” for gospel musicians. 

Rev. J. Lloyd Hunter, Superin- 
tendent of Rural Bible Crusade, 
has a big children’s meeting every 
day, which has resulted in many 
happy conversions. 

Many are doing personal work 
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on the grounds and every day God 
sends unsaved people to the serv- 
ices. A dear woman who grew up 
in Texas, attending the Hardin- 
Simmons University, later married 
and came to the wide stretches of 
the Dakotas, where her family be- 
gan to grow up without the priv- 
ilege of church services. She was 
married to a fine Catholic man. 
Later moved to Nevada, Iowa. She 
came here and brought her chil- 
dren. She said to me, “I came 
here and brought my children to 
get them saved!” That morning 
her twelve year old son was saved 
happily in the services. The next 
evening her grown daughter came 
out with tears to confess Christ. 
Later the little girl, younger, was 
saved. What a happy time of re- 
joicing and prayer! We are pray- 
ing that God will make the entire 
family one in Him. 


Thus far I have felt led to speak 
about prayer at every service. We 
believe that Christian workers will 
go-away from here with new pow- 
er, rested and refreshed in Christ 
and prepared for glorious achieve- 
ments in the Lord’s work. It is 
expected that the Camp popula- 
tion will be increased, perhaps 
double, by Sunday, and will con- 
tinue to grow through next week. 
Next week Rev. H. B. Prince of 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, will be the 
principal speaker, while this writer 
goes to Cedar Lake, Indiana. 


August 6th to 13th the editor 
will be speaking twice daily in the 


Evangelistic Conference conducted 
by the Christian Business Men’s 
Committee of Chicago, at Cedar 


Lake, Indiana. The morning serv- 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


'How A Truck Driver 
Was Saved 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


ter you would like to read of how 
my son was saved through the 
-noon-day meetings when you 
preached in the Grand Opera 
House in the Loop of Chicago.” 
Mrs. Hammond insisted on my go- 
ing to their rented cabin for some- 
thing to eat, and there they showed 
me the letter and gave permission 
to print it. The dear lad, nearly 


ices will be given to plans, inspira- 
tion and teaching for soul-winners 
and the evening services will be 
given over to evangelistic services. 
We believe that many will be 
saved. 


Later — It is now Monday after- 
noon. I spoke the last time at the 


Clear Lake Conference Saturday 
night, drove that night with Dr. 
Robert J. Wells to Waterloo, tak- 
ing the 12:55 Illinois Central to 
Chicago. Sunday morning I ar- 
rived in Chicago, had breakfast 
with my brother Bill (student in 
Moody Bible Institute), attended 
Moody Church and heard Dean 
Lundquist speak. Then Sunday 
afternoon Bill brought me to Cedar 
Lake, Indiana, to the Bible Confer- 
ence sponsored by the Christian 
Business Men’s Committee of Chi- 
cago, and we are having a happy 
beginning and trust God will bring 
rich blessings. The conference closes 
Sunday night, August 13th, after 
which I return to my work in Tex- 
as. 
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nineteen, had just returned from 
Crater Lake to Oregon and yet his 
eight page letter was all of the 
blessing of being a Christian. 
Among other things the letter 


Friday, August 11, 1939 


on the best robe of His perfect 
righteousness. And now, 
Mother, Christ is the captain 
of my salvation and the devils 
who had their abode in my 
heart are gone and only angels 


says: 

“Mother, I am terribly dis- 
appointed in your last letter in 
reading that you are not quite 
sure that Christ is really my 
all in all. Mother, listen to me 
for in all seriousness I mean 
exactly what I say from the 
depths of my heart. This is 
the story of how I came to 
know Jesus — 

’ * * ¢ 

“Mother, as you know, my 
disposition was manifested 
very young in life. At an 
early age I exhibited a desire 
to get beyond the reach of you 
and Dad. If you will remem- 
ber, in many instances I 
learned to spend my evenings 
away from home. Where I 
was, you, my parents, did not 
know. Sometimes I would be 
at a boy friend’s house, some- 
times I would be at Wood’s, 
but most of the time I would 
invent some place to go which 
would be a lie and I would 
usually end up at a theatre. 

“Soon this ripened a desire 
to be away from home alto- 
gether. I soon felt that I did 
not care to be under any of 
the restraints of home, for the 
home seemed too dull for me, 
for my mind was tainted with 
impurity. Soon I fell in with 
swearing, smoking compan- 
ions. For you know when the 
home loses its attractions, 
what kind of companions a 
person will choose. And then 
came the little incident of run- 
ning away from. home. Then 
after coming back again I was 
still a fast boy. I again re- 
sumed my old habits, loafing 
where I could, still going to 
shows and theatres. But also 
you found me still going in 
and out of religious meetings, 
and sometimes disturbing the 
worship. I again would be 
found—anywhere, everywhere 
else but at home... 

* * * 

“But then one day while 
walking the streets of Chicago 
looking for a job, I thought 
I’d go in and rest at the noon 
hour at the Grand Opera 
House. It was there I heard 
the wonderful preaching of 
Brother Rice. 

“Before this, Mother, I al- 
ways had thought, ‘Well, I’m 
saved for I believe there is a 
God and the Bible says that if 
you believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ you shall be saved.’ 
But at times I even doubted 
that there was a God. Then 
hearing Brother Rice speak on 
Hell, and seeing how dead 
earnest he was in everything 
he said, he made me think if I 
was really, truly prepared for 
the future. 

“Then on going back 4 
next day with Jerry, he ma 
me realize that I had never 
received Jesus in my heart, 
and for the first time in my 
life I felt something grip me 
inside. It made me realize that 
if I kept on living the way’ I 
was I would be Hell-bound. 
Then Brother Rice told how 
some day the fast young man 
(like me) would stop at last; 
he will stop and think and 
pray, too! Where? Where do 
you ask? At the judgment 
seat before the great white 
throne. 

“Then, Mother, for about 
three or four weeks after that 
sermon where I really felt 
gripped, I knew for sure I was 
unconverted. I was standing 
just on the verge of the king- 
dom of Heaven, looking both 
ways but entering not. 

“Then on the night of April 
5, 1939, the day I received the 
letter telling me the C’s had 
excepted me, I was troubled, 
thinking of my future — what 
if something should happen to 
me? What would I say if I 
was dead? Would I tell of a 
wasted life? of an insulted 
Saviour? of an abased time? 
of a ruined soul? Or, shall I 
speak of Christ a friend, re- 
ligion blessed, and Heaven se- 
cured ? Then something gripped 
me innermost, and feeling the 
great wants of my soul, I cast 
myself upon Him, And, Moth- 
er, that night the Lord met me 
in my rags and filth of sin and 
told me to go forth and put 


dwell therein. God’s sunlight 
streams into my heart and old 
things have truly passed away 
and all things have become 
new. I am truly a new boy in 
Christ Jesus. Regeneration 
was a new day, a new birth 
and the title to Heaven se- 
curing me everlasting life that 
will never, never be lost. For 
now I look to Jesus, I follow 
Jesus, I trust in Jesus, I stand 
up for Jesus, I'd fight for Je- 
sus, and I'd die for Jesus... 
“TI will write you later about 
my wonderful trip to the Na- 
tional Parks. Good bye for 
now, and may God heal you, 
Mother, and give you a won- 
derful Christian, happy home. 
“Your loving son, 
(Signed) “Allan 


“P. S. Mother, can’t you see 
at all in my letters that the 
Devil does not inhabit me?” 


How happy is the home of this 
lad! We all rejoiced together last 
night, the father, mother, younger 
sister and brother. And I publish 
the letter in hopes that it may lead 
some other young man to turn to 
the Saviour and find the victory 
and joy that this lad has found in 
Christ Jesus. 
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